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NEWS RELEASE





Date:  		August 11, 2011





Contact:  	Gena McCullough, FSCQC Board (309)788-6237 evenings


Shari Baker, USFSA Coach


Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities


(563)320-2923 (Cell)





Topic:    	FIGURE SKATERS COMPETE IN STATE GAMES – SAN DIEGO





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities (FSCQC) youth members brought home medals from the State Games of America (SGA), held in San Diego from August 4-7, 2011.  Of the 14 club members who qualified at the Iowa Games in February 2011, four elected to participate with over 590 figure skaters from across the United States.





US Figure Skating Association (USFSA) events of the 2011 Games took place at the Escondido Iceoplex.  FSCQC skaters competing in SGA included Megan Collins (Rock Island), Elissa Moylan (Bettendorf), and Katie and Sarah McCullough (Rock Island).  These skaters range in skill from preliminary to pre-juvenile levels and ages 10 to 13 years old.  They performed compulsory moves, interpretive, freeskate and artistic programs.  Both Megan Collins and  Katie McCullough earned gold medals in freeskate and artistic programs, respectively.  Combined, all four skaters successfully brought home 2 gold medals, 1 silver, and 4 bronze medals.  





SGA is the premier, national multi-sport event for athletes of all ages and abilities held every biennium.  Medal winners from 45 State Games nationwide earn the right to compete against other winners and match their skills in a national forum.  As many as 10,000 athletes- elite, senior, masters,  prepatory state champions, NCAA collegiate athletes and Olympic hopefuls, competed in San Diego to test their skills and go for medals on a national stage. 





The State Games concept was developed in New York in 1978 with the Empire State Games.  Annually, more than 400,000 athletes compete in State Games nationwide.  State Games feature various sports of the Olympic and Pan American Games as well as sports that have regional popularity within each state.  Similar to the Olympics, the Opening Ceremony at Qualcom  Stadium was held on August 5, 2011 and  included a parade of athletes.  The evening featured  Navy Seal Paratroopers and Olympic gymnast Peter Vidmar as the motivational speaker.  Ceremonies concluded with the lighting of the State Games of America cauldron like the Olympics and fireworks.  Commenting on the ceremonies, Katie McCullough said “It was awesome!”  


-END-


      


Also, go to the link for information on the State Games:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.calstategames.org/sga-figureskating.html" �http://www.calstategames.org/sga-figureskating.html� 


    








