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NEWS RELEASE





Date:  April 30, 2010





Contact:  	Sue Schwaegler


Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities, Secretary


309-764-2738





Topic:   QUAD CITY FIGURE SKATER PLACES AT ADULT NATIONALS





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


Sue Schwaegler, Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities (FSCQC), and Brad Whitlock, Rockford Skating Club, placed 4th  in the Pre-Bronze Dance event at the 2010 U.S. Adult Figure Skating Association (USFSA) Championships held in Bloomington, Minnesota, April 14-17th.  Over 600 skaters vied for medals at the Bloomington Ice Garden.  In order to qualify for the competition, each skater had to pass the first 6 dance tests.  Schwaegler had already passed the first 4, but Whitlock had never done any US Figure Skating testing before.  He passed all 6 tests in less than a year.	


This ice dancing duo began skating together in January 2009 and train regularly, each driving two hours to the other’s rink to practice.  Schwaegler and Whitlock were one of 9 dance teams entered in this event.  There are two rounds - in the initial round, where they skated the Dutch Waltz and Cha Cha, placing 4th in both, leading to a 4th overall in the initial round.  In the final round Schwaegler and Whitlock performed the Rhythm Blues and Swing Dance.  Although their second round wasn’t quite as strong, their overall scoring placed them 4th and on the podium. 


The River’s Edge, formerly the Quad City Sports Center, offers regular U.S. Figure Skating Basic Skills Program where kids and adults can learn to skate.  Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities members often begin their skating dreams with the Basic Skills classes and advance to learning more complex figure skating moves.  Youth and adults often advance their skills and join the River’s Edge synchronized skating teams for fun and friendship.  Schwaegler coaches the adult River’s Edge Synchronized Skating Team in addition to ice dancing.  She also competed at the 2010 Adult Nationals as a singles skater, placing eighth in both the Bronze Solo Dance and Ladies Light Entertainment/Comedy Interpretive IV events.


One of the challenges in the ice dancing event, says Schwaegler “We don't get to pick the music - in fact, you don't know in advance exactly which selection you'll skate to.  It's all the same tempo and rhythm, though.  Probably the funniest thing was having to time the costume change in the initial round.  We skated near the end of the group for the first dance, but near the beginning for the second.  We actually practiced the costume change, timing on a stopwatch, to make sure I could get my dress changed in time.  I did it in under two minutes, rinkside to rinkside!”





Go to � HYPERLINK "http://fscqc.org" ��http://fscqc.org� website for information on the Figure Skating Club of the Quad Cities.


-END-


      


Also, go to the link for information on the 2010 Adult US Figure Skating Championships:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fscbloomington.org/an10/index.html" �http://www.fscbloomington.org/an10/index.html�











